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Introduction

The Lokdnuvartana-sitra is an important text because it belongs to the
Mahasamghika School according to scholars studies.! At the present, there
are not many texts of the Mahasamghika School in extant, probably two or
three only, the others being the Mahavasu and the MahasamghikaVinaya.-

The Chinese translation of the Lokanuvartana-sitra is one of the oldest
Buddhist satras extant and there is also one Tibetan translation and some
Sanskrit fragments, but they are very late. The Tibetan translation is entirely
in verse and comprises of 113 four-line stanzas with seven syllables to each
line. The Chinese translation is entirely in prose but reflects its being in
verse form by the repetition of the last line in every section. Paul Harrison
has translated the Sanskrit fragments into English with an introduction.?
The Chinese translation is very difficult to understand. It, therefore, has
to be read in conjunction with the Daoxingboruojing, the oldest Chinese
translation of the Astasahasrika Prajfiaparamita-siitra since they were
translated by the same person and are based on the same thought. For
the sake of convenience of reference, the present translator adds the
number to each section. In the following translation, sections 04, 07, 08,
09 12, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 30, 31 and 34 are adopted from Prof. Paul
Harrison (1982) with minor changes. Some of the sentences in the text are
unintelligible since the text was translated into Chinese almost eighteen
hundred years ago when Buddhism was newly introduced into China.

The Text and Translation

HEBMREMELY  BAR-TILEM TRLE-_FTAR
Lo XBRGHERR LR WO “SEERTRKBES
MEBRMAANTF  ERTRAKIH NI F?” HBIXRFHNE
BCORKAR BMEMBBRAR BERATE > GRRH 0 #
FTERE ~ BE X ABAT R e o TR B RAE AT M40 2 REAMTE
£ AT RATE  BihhAaLk o W EEMT 0 B F RS
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GUANG XING: English Translation of The Lokanuvartana-siitra

BE O hAGRAEM AR 47

The Buddha was staying at the Vulture Peak Mountain near Rajagrha.
At that time, there were twelve thousand bhiksu Sangha and seventy two
thousand bodhisattvas sitting together. MafijusrT bodhisattva rose from his
seat and came forward and said to the Buddha: “Now, the bodhisattvas in
the assembly wish to hear from the Buddha about the things regarding the
updayakausalya. By what causes does the bodhisattva know the Buddha
Dharma and other things?”?® The Buddha told Mafijusri bodhisattva:
“Listen to what I say, it is in conformity with the ways of the world that ()
teach. The wisdom of the Buddha cannot be measured and the teachings of
the Buddha are uncountable. The arhats and the pratyekabuddhas cannot
know, how much less so the worldly people. The worldly people act out of
attachment, but the Buddha acts without attachment. It is only the Buddhas
who know the Buddhas. Just as the sitras say about the mind, the wisdom
and also the body of the Buddha. What causes the Buddha to appear in the
world? By what causes is it known?

01, EHAWRMERE  ZAHWUMER > FMIT 0T AR
Rt P} B 48 N 4TP9$4T °

Although the Buddha abides in the world but he does not attach to 1t he
is a light to the world. All his bodily actions, words of the mouth and
thoughts of the mind are in conformity with the ways of the world. Thus
he cultivated his mind (literally practice internally).

02, EMEAITRARRE > hATTEAREL  BEMBEARAA

BH ko o '

No one can surpass the teachings of the Buddhas and no one can achieve
the works of the Buddha. It is in conformity with the ways of the world,
but there are none who know.

03. AR+ H A%REZRNA > BYEMATE > BR(TS10)E »

The Buddha, out of compassion for the people of the ten directions,
illuminates (the world) by preaching the Dharma in accordance with the
likes (and dislikes) of the world.

04, ERARIXFEHML > HHM4 > Bty FRIF B
MEBmAN  THZ o

The Bodhisattva was not born from the sexual union of father and mother.
His body is magically produced, like illusion. He makes a show of having
father and mother. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he
makes such a show.?
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05. hRMATs > BA+S > BEMBBRHAN  FRRERANA -
The Buddha has an immeasurable light which illuminates the ten cardinal
directions. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes a
show of having a light of seven chi only.®

06. bR E 4 23530 0 XAMRAM > MM FHAAN > TR -
The Buddha has never touched the ground with his feet, but the marks
imprint on the ground. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that
he makes such a show.

07. BhRBTBAFTHARS AR » AR ABRE > BERTED
AN RBRNR

Since many thousand myriad kotis of asamkheyakalpas ago the Buddha
has accomplished prajiaparamita. It is in conformity with the ways of the
world that he made a show of (being) a small boy.

08. BhEBBA+F AMERE T - BE R B mA » FHERETF -

The Buddha illuminates men of the ten directions in darkness. 1t is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes a show of having a
wife and a child.

09. FRABWFART > RERT > HBRL > KREBETS
AN O BEERBBRA -

When the bodhisattva was born and walked on the ground he uttered the
words: “In the whole world no-one surpasses me! 1 shall deliver men of
the ten directions!”” It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he
makes such a show.

10 AR > KFRSFRAMTE > ek BHEXE > HEH
BHEmAN - mRAGEFE -

Some ask that since the prince sat at the foot of a tree in Jambudvipa, there
had been six years of suffering with endeavour. It is in conformity with the
ways of the world that he makes a show of suffering.®

11, PhB sk AL B > BT A > BRI BB RN » BObERZ -
The Buddha sat alone at the foot of the tree when he is about to attain
enlightenment, It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he emits
rays of light to inform Mara of his state.

12, BEEAN SFESAFRBE > BEMBEHA BheR
B TR RE R -
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GUANG XING: English Translation of The Lokanuvartana-siitra

The Buddha accomplished wisdom which is equal to (all Buddhas) and
there are none who can surpass it. It is in conformity with the ways of the
world that he makes a show of having obtained Buddhahood and sits in
peaceful seclusion.

13. B ARTHFAS $ARBERZ  BRRBRR > A
ABAERE » B FERAA » TR -

(The purpose of) attaining Buddhahood is to preach the Dharma in order
to save the people of the ten directions out of compassion. But the Brahma
Sahampati pleads the Buddha to deliver the Dharma to people. It is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

14. % B EAENEE > BERMBBAAN FTAFES Sk -
There is nothing which can either increase or decrease the wisdom of the
Buddha. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes a
show of having more or less wisdom.

15. BB SATHR > EHEAFE > Shoks BEMELSAHA -
BB TR -

The Buddha abides in suchness (tathatd)Bo he does not come and does not
go. It is in conformity with the ways of the world to say that the Buddha
appears (in the world) and enters into (parinirvana).® This is just a show.

16. @ AAEE > BT FEAAEE  BEHBEDHA HHh
F > TR -
The Buddha abides nowhere just as the empty space that abides nowhere.
It is in conformity with the ways of the world to say that the Buddha lives.
It is only a show.

17 HREBE - FLBEE  HRL BEPMEAHA TR
(7522)% & °

The Buddha’s feet, like lotus flowers, do not get dirty, but the Buddha
washes his feet. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he
makes such a show.

18. BHHind  RLRE » HBANS > BEMBBRAAN > TR
&, .

The Buddha’s body, like gold, does not get dirty, but the Buddha makes a
show of taking a bath. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that

he makes such a show.
19, #hudRER ) BBezF  BRAGHEKD > BEHEE
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A RRIe R o

The Buddha’s mouth is fundamentally clean, with a fragrance like that of
kurikuma. Nevertheless the Buddha cleans his mouth with poplar twigs. It
is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

20. HAEANE > BETFAYL > HAM > BEHTEHA F
R R o

The Buddha has never been hungry. Because of compassion for men of
the ten directions (to gain merit) he manifests hunger to them. It is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

21, BEweRl  FREBR - BFE RARDNFR > BEME
BN TR E -

The body of the Buddha, like diamond, is pure without blemish and
human waste, but he makes a show to men of having human waste. It is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

2. HEABARELE  EFRE MRLFRE BEMEAERHA
FRAe R

The Buddha’s body never grows decrepit with age. He is only endowed
with all virtues, yet he makes a show of having a body which grows
decrepit with age. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he
makes such a show.

23, HERTAERF > MRAKH - FRRE > BAELIFRES  BER
BmN - FRIE - ’
The Buddha’s body has never suffered illness, yet he manifests illness,
summons doctors and takes medicine. The giver of the medicine obtains
immeasurable blessings. It is in conformity with the ways of the world
that he makes such a show.

2. BAFRTE > H—HEHTFHY 0 RAREESE > FEEHMES
AN > AR o

The strength of the Buddha cannot be resisted and he can shake the
Buddha-lands of the ten directions with one finger, but he makes a show
to men of being tired and decrepit. It is in conformity with the ways of the
world that he makes such a show.

25. B RRZERJHGY > MBS BERBERHA
TRAm R o

316



GUANG XING: English Translation of The Lokdnuvartana-siitra

The Buddha can fly to numerous Buddha-lands within one thought
moment, but he makes a show of tiredness. It is in conformity with the
ways of the world that he makes such a show.

26. WGk NEELB S RABRES  MEMEGRA R
Rk o , ‘ ‘

The body of the Buddha is like an illusion, the Dharma is his body,'" but
he makes a show to men of having an imperfect human body." It is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

27. BhAEME  BMEMAEERAE  BEMBGAAN > TRk
e _

The Buddha in reality is empty, but he makes a show of appearance in
accordance with the likes (and the dislikes) of the world. It is in conformity
with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

28, BhEFART > e~ 4TF B o RALE S TH
BA~ i MR EEAA S RRE

The physical strength of the Buddha is immeasurable and in fact, there is
no sitting up, walking, lying down or going out. But he makes a show to
men of sitting up, walking, lying down or going out. It is in conformity
with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

29, HREKFRERE  MERRER  BEMBERAN > R
R e ‘

The body of the Buddha is in fact never affected by cold or heat, (but he
makes a show of) adjusting to the cold or heat. It is in conformity with the
ways of the world that he makes a show.

30. HhdmE > RARER > KAMF > BLoRRAFTER > BHEH
BIEmN > SFRAe A -

The Buddha is like empty space. He makes a show to others of always
wearing clothes without ever taking them off, just as the men of the
Brahma-heaven(s) always wear clothes. It is in conformity with the ways
of the world that he makes such a show.

31, BHEATHE  2EFA FE&ARFHNEE  MEMEHG
N 2 TRBR AR o

The Buddha’s head has never had its hair shaved off. He simply shows it
to others, yet nobody sees it being removed with a razor. It is in conformity
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with the ways of the world that he makes such a show. (752b)

32, BELE > RABE NELe BEMEBBHA TR
2 o

The Buddha never rests (lit. sits), but he makes a show to men of sitting on
a stone because of tiredness. It is in conformity with the ways of the world
that he makes such a show.

33, HhEREAERZA > RE AN ARTH A A ARE
RESAL BMERBAAAN > FTRWR -

The Buddha has a mark of deliciousness in his throat so he is never hungry.
But out of compassion for the people of the ten directions, he accepts even
the coarse food offered by people. It is in conformity with the ways of the
world that he makes such a show

34, BB XABARTE  TRERBE > BARSE > FERY >
MM EHEmA - TRE -

The blessings of the Buddha’s merits are inexhaustible, and no one can
surpass them. The Buddha enters the city for pipdapara, and leaves with
an empty bowl (pdtra). It is in conformity with the ways of the world that
he makes such a show.!

35. P EBATR » RFREXTEAFRETHE » REHHZ
R MEMEARA FREE -

The blessings of the Buddha’s merits are inexhaustible, if he wishes he can
get all the good clothes in the world and in the heaven, but he purposely
wears patched cloth. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he
makes such a show.

36, BRBFLE KR -RRE-RERATHE - B4 A7T4HF At
MARERD > EBR LA MEMBEARA THiZ -

The Buddha can get a house, a bed, treasure from Earth and Heaven and
palace if he so wishes, but he makes a show of meditation by sitting on
grass in the open to the worldly people. It is in conformity with the ways
of the world that he makes such a show.

37, AR 0 REKELSRE > ARF > HLE > HMEMBEM
AN TRRR -

The Buddha has the divine power to dry up the water in the sea by
blowing, (but he makes a show of) holding an umbrella when it rains. It is
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GUANG XING: English Translation of The Lokanuvartana-siitra

in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

38. h—AM > RERTEREFAoBR > ARARRAR R
BmA - TR -

The Buddha can disappear within a thought moment so that many thousands
myriad of Maras will not know where he has gone, but he makes a show to
men of being tempted by Mara’s daughters.”® It is in conformity with the
ways of the world that he makes such a show.

39, BERT > THAATHESRAALE  FTRARAM » BHERH
BIMmA > TR -

The Buddha knows all the dharmas of the countless Buddhas of the ten
directions, but he makes a show to men of inquiring again and again. It is
in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show."

40. AR FH > HAMM > RHE - ARA HAFRES
B EAmA > TR -

The Buddha, out of compassion for men of the ten directions, appears in
the world to teach and to save (people). He also makes a show to men that
one will get immeasurable merits by making offerings (to a Buddha). It is
in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

41, HhER - BMERAIERS  wRA— BMEMILHIA > F
Rk -

The Buddha fundamentally is empty, but he makes a show of having such
a body in accordance with the colour (lit. riipa) that the world likes. It is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

42, yy
The sound of the thunderbolts of the ten directions in combination cannot

move even one hair of the Buddha, but he makes a show of being in a
quiet place in order to enter samadhi. It is in conformity with the ways of
the world that he makes such a show.

43, HEERBL  BTABERERE > BEMBEBRA TR
o o
“ The dharmas have the designation ‘empty’, but the Buddha makes a show
to men of numerous dharmas. It is in conformity with the ways of the
. world that he makes such a show.

44, Bt A > SETFREEZ R > RABRE T (75200 &% > B
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MEBBMA > FBRwmE -

The Buddha is never out of samadhi even when he ponders over eternity
or nihility, but he makes a show to men of preaching various kinds of
dharmas. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes
such a show.’

45.  HEEAEER > ATHEE > ¥EBAF  BTIABMEA
B BEMBHAMA TRE -

What one does good or bad in the former life one will get the result in the
following life.!® The Buddha makes a show to men that one will get the
consequences of one’s own action. It is in conformity with the ways of the
world that he makes such a show.

46. ot RABA HAFAET > HRERSRBA > HHERH
BN TR E o

The Buddha understands that there is no person in the world and there is
no form with regard to existence, but he makes a show of saving numerous
people.'” It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such
a show.

47. BhioiRiEARE > ADBAA > AAF ERLE > BEREHE®
A TRRAE .

The Buddha understands that all the dharmas are fundamentally empty
and that even the essence of them is empty, but he makes a show to men
that there are birth and death. It is in conformity with the ways of the
world that he makes such a show.

48, ABESHBEXE S BAAFSEHHEZIF BHRMBEHR
N AR ReR o

Fundamentally, there is no this life or the next life, but the Buddha
makes a show to men of the existence of this life and the next life. It is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

49. A\ AR CWREH-ABREF HTRAA KR ER &
BRAR M EBAMHAN TR -

The combination of the five aggregates, the six gyatanas and the four
great elements makes nothing but emptiness, but the Buddha makes a
show to men of kamadhatu, ripadhatu, ardpadhdtu. 1t is in conformity
with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

50, ABRBEFTRSALA BARLAET A BEMEHED |
Ao Bk R o
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GUANG XING: English Translation of The Lokanuvartana-sitra

Fundamentally, there is no man in the past, present and future, but the
Buddha makes a show of a man endowed with birth and death among the
five kinds of sentient beings. It is in conformity with the ways of the world
that he makes such a show.

51, HA&F  BRLTE > AARAE  BEMIAEHA AR
Z o

The Buddha makes a show to men of having completely eliminated
ignorance and of a man making offerings.”® It is in conformity with the
ways of the world that he makes such a show.

52, @EERCSBRALE  BENER BTIATRERT
R M BBEON ) TR -

The Buddha knows the essence of all the dharmas of the past, present
and future, but he makes a show to men that there are dharmas that can
be taught and dharmas that cannot be taught.' It is in conformity with the
ways of the world that he makes such a show.

53. PhaaBE > RR—WER - AL ERETF KM EEH
AN R R

The Buddha knows that from the beginning to the end all dharmas are
profound, but he explains them in sequence (e.g. from easy to difficult). It
is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

54. HhAESEAFER > wOERBAMAEDR MR EEmA &
Ro X o

What the Buddha taught is none other than (the truth) and the four noble
truths are expounded in accordance with the inclination of individuals.? It
is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

55. #WLLER o BBTHUR  EAERTRERR > RMEREMEIL
548 BhIMABIR L e > M BA A TR -

The bhiksu sangha is difficult to split, even thousand myriad of Maras
and evil forces cannot split it, but the Buddha makes a show to men of the
bhiksu sangha being split by men.?! It is in conformity with the ways of
the world that he makes such a show.

56, BikAS O KBENRERLEE  BAALE  RXIR ' ARRR
B BERMBBARA FRE -
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The Dharma is nothing but empty, there is neither teacher from whom to
learn nor learners, but the Buddha makes a show to men of the Dharma,
those who have taken the ordination and those who have not. It is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

57 EEFEYE FEREM > BTIAER  BEREHERAA T
Hho & (753a) °

There is nothing but emptiness and there is also no liberation from the
world, but the Buddha makes a show to men of being a liberated person. It
is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

58. fhARRESAR 0 FBRERREEME > BRETA > KR
BEmA - TR -

The Buddha went to nowhere after parinirvanalland the arhats went to
nowhere after parinirvana, but the Buddha makes a show to men of
preaching the Dharma. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that
he makes such a show.

59. HRREAE S BAR RBHR BFEMF > TEAMK  BEH
BmA - RRE -

The Buddha taught that there is no birth (ufpada) and no extinction
(nirodha). This is the essence. There is also neither gain nor loss. It is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

60. MhIRIRE > BhBREN  RAFHT  EEFAEE Bt
MEBmA > TR -

The Buddha taught that nirvana is like the blowing out of (the fire of)
the lamp, there is no form, only the name exists. The Dharma cannot be
destroyed. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes
such a show.

61. A AMEEREY  HRAANRERER S  BERBEH
A BRI

The Buddha knows well that all dharmas are without a form, but he makes
a show to men of preaching many dharmas. It is in conformity with the
ways of the world that he makes such a show.

62. EBboBBAESR RATHIBRN > AALS MHEMEEH
A TFRRE -
The Buddhas do not attach to anything in their minds and are never out
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of samadhi, but they make a show to men of having thoughts. It is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

63. WHHEBAZ > EAENBAERL > BAAZERE  BHHEEG
A TR -

The Buddha has completely eliminated all evils and has only the merits in
fullness, but he makes a show to men of having the remaining effects of
bad karma.? 1t is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes
such a show.

64. HEHIT-OFT -k THFEARAK (£)  HBRAE
PR R > AR BEMBAEBAN TR -

The Buddha’s bodily actions, the words of mouth, the thoughts of his
mind and his wisdom all are nothing (but empty), but he makes a show
to men asking the bhiksus to preach and himself wishing to listen. It is in
conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

65. MRS BT RABE > BE TR SRAERE  BRAR
Bk MEMEL  £55R MEMBARAN FR0R -

The power (lit. wisdom) of understanding of the Buddha is limitless and
the past, present and future are all empty. But the Buddha makes a show to
men of delivering the Dharma according to the likes of individuals.® It is
in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

66. BheE—F MEBRAS > BRAARER:  BUEMEAE®D
A TRBRIE o

All Buddhas have one body, the body of the Dharma, but they make a
show of preaching the Dharma to men.? It is in conformity with the ways
of the world that the Buddha makes such a show.

67. Hh~ BEEAh - MTRE - ABEAN AL FRE BEMHY
BN TR

Buddhas, pratyekabuddhas, arhats, and those who have no attainments
appear to be in samsdra or attain nirvana.® It is in conformity with the
ways of the world that he makes such a show.

68. HAAHREREEIAR  BPAAR > FRABEE > HEH
BEmA > TR -

The Buddha makes a show of preaching the Dharma in completeness to
the arhats, but he knows that though it is complete it is not as good as the
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all-knowing (sarvajiia).® It is in conformlty with the ways of the world
that he makes such a show.

69. HEBEAREL > KofFBE - ERSRE HBRAME
% Rk BMERMBAAA SRR

No one surpasses the wisdom of the Buddha who knows that there is no
past, present and future, but he makes a show of the causes and effects and
of preaching the Dharma. It is in conformity with the ways of the world
that he makes such a show.

70, FAHESKH > RTHEE  BRBREN RAZBRTH
BB 0 5 B4 & (753b) °

If someone wishes to know the Buddha and his teachings he should do
it by way of penetrating the essence (which is emptiness). Such a person
knows the Buddha.?” It is in conformity with the ways of the world that the
Buddha makes such a show.

7. EBRFAANTET » FPARFRFH AR &EFR &
RN BRBAANFEY > BERMBERHAN TR -

The bodhisattva never enter into and never come out from the womb of
his mother. Why? Because the suchness (tathatd) of the Dharma pervades
everywhere.® The bodhisattva only makes a show to men of entering into
the mother’ womb. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he
makes such a show.

T2, SATAAEERE > HMEETEAKE  ERRADAR > EHEH
BomA » AR E o

. There is no arising of the enjoyment of the Dharma and even no arising of
the Dharma. The bodhisattva makes a show to men of being newly born.?
It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

3. ERBMER SR —HEF ERALAARGE  HERH
BEmAN - TRwE -

The bodhisattva was in meditation of emptiness in the womb of his mother
experiencing the entire one Buddha land, but he makes a show to men of
being born due to some causes. It is in conformity with the ways of the
world that he makes such a show.

T4 B REERBO RTEARMNERE - A BRABFR
B BEMEARA > AR R o
The Buddha can manifest himself in numerous bodies (nirmanakéya) and
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appear in countless Buddha-lands, but the body of the Buddha neither
increases nor decreases. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that
he makes such a show.

75, ERFHR4L SALF FARAERERHFT > B FEM
AN TR e

The bodhisattva always manifests himself (in the world) and never stops.
The essence is empty so he abides there without making endeavour.® It is
in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

76. BRI E ~ hik o~ BAY 0 RTE  BBAAREKE > B AR
BHEEBMA  TRE -

The wisdom, merit and power of the Buddha are immeasurable, but he
makes a show of having limited lifespan to let people know (the work of
karma?).?* It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes
such a show.

77, BEAF BERBE > BE TR SRAEBEI  HBRA
Bk MM BERA > TRPE -

The suchness of the Dharma cannot be surpassed because the past, present
and future are empty.”? The Buddha makes a show to men of respecting
the Dharma. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes
such a show.

78. A{AEBAR > BAREN  BRABTIEAR > B Y
BN TR -

The suchness of (the Dharma) is without birth and extinction (nirodha),
but pervades everywhere, The Buddha makes a show to men of conditions
being in extinction.® It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he
makes such a show.

© 79, @IEARBKE > BHME - BREE  BEMBBERA T
Rk -

There is no arising of the Dharma and it exists without form, but the
Buddha makes a show of the Dharma.* It is in conformity with the ways
of the world that he makes such a show. '

80. #A% > TRMA > TAMR  BRALRAT AL MM
BRMN 0 TR o
Observing the nature (of the Dharma) it can neither be seen nor be
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manifested, but the Buddha makes a show to men of seeing all, knowing
all and understanding all.* It is in conformity with the ways of the world
that he makes such a show.

81. #EkBANL > THRABL  BRAAGEX  ABAEE K
HRBEMA FRIA e

There is no creator to all the dharmas and also there is no arising of it,
but the Buddha makes a show to men of dharmas which have no arising
(utpada)® 1t is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes
such a show.

8. RERE S8FME  FEAL BAWKAWBE BEME
BN AR E -

Nirvana and emptiness are without form, voice and name, but the Buddha
makes a show of having (the physical body consisted of) the four great
elements endowed with form and voice. It is in conformity with the ways
of the world that he makes such a show.

83. HhASAAEL > ATHEN  FREIH > RARE  RAS
1% > BEEEAmA 0 TR E(753¢) °

The strength of the Buddha is incomparable and immeasurable without
decrease, but he makes a show to men of being old and decrepit who seeks
help from others. It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he
makes such a show.

84, HARZRY KEFREEET  BRRA N FEHERTF
M- BEmN 0 TFRwZ -

The Buddha is equally compassionate to all and there are no calamities
or any poverty, but he makes a show to the foolish men of not doing
anything.”” It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes
such a show.

85. #h3lzhik c AMARR > BRADBI A BEMBBAHA > F
R & e

The Buddha has accomplished all the merits, but he makes a show of
having little merit.®® It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he
makes such a show.

86. SARER RYTFRASE BRZME BERMEA®
AN TR .
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The nature (of the Dharma) arises from nowhere and it produces nothing,
but the Buddha makes a show of three doors (of past, present and future).
It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

87. HAAKR > SAEL > HRBRRBAAREE > BRAAFREL
FHZBRAME » AAR > MERFHEAN > AR -

The Buddha makes a show of the beginning and the end without obstacles,
no one can surpass his merit. He also makes a show to men of one who
accepts offerinfgs without making distinction and makes a show of no
attachment.* It is in conformity with the ways of the world that he makes
such a show.

88. AHEM  EBABE  BHAR BFEAS  BALTE
RiEA BMEMBBEAAN AR -

Any one sincerely and earnestly calls the Buddha in his mind, the Buddha
will appear before him, but the Buddha has no abode. The Buddha makes
a show of practicing the path of bodhisattva. It is in conformity with the
ways of the world that he makes such a show.

89, BEMATHEAMTHEMRA  ARE—A RE?7ALK M
BB FReE o

The Buddha has saved immeasurable asamkhyeya people, but he has
saved none. Why? Because it is fundamentally empty.®® It is in conformity
with the ways of the world that he makes such a show.

HBEANBE AFHZE > BAFRRE > ERTERYH LML
R EBEEEMAT A+HIAR BREEITER  RYFRF
RABBEE  ARRAT BhE ERTER AHRTFEE
ARRATHE  BhE - AARRRETE > SRS ZAHE
HERBE  BRBL > XARGHERRAERS » SRENAH
e M -

If anyone hears the *Lokanuvartanasiitra he will surely attain peace
because it saves thousand of myriad kotis of people. The bodhisattva
practices (the dharma) in every birth for the sake of the people of the
ten directions. The bodhisattva practices (the dharma) in every birth
without violating the precepts and thus he attains the wisdom of the
Buddha, Anyone who practices such acts will attain Buddhahood soon.
The bodhisattva practices compassion for the benefit (of the people) of
the ten directions to the utmost. Anyone who does such practices will also
attain Buddhahood soon. Does anyone who hears the magnificence of the
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Buddha not practice? Those who hear this teaching will surely be saved.
When the Buddha had finished his preaching, Maiijusii bodhisattva and
the other bodhisattvas were delighted and left after rising, going forward
and paying their respect to the Buddha.
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Notes

I See Indological and Buddhist Studies, edited L. A. Hercus, F. B. J. Kuiper, T.
Rajapatirana and E. R. Skrzypczak, Delhi: Sri Satguru Publications, 1982.

2 See Harrison (1982) ‘Sanskrit Fragments of a Lokottaravadin[ITradition.” Hercus, L. A.
ed., Indological and Buddhist Studies: Volume in Honour of Professor J. W. de Jong on his
Sixties Birthday, (Canberra: faculty of Asian Studies), pp.211-234.

3 The sentence literally can be rendered as “By what causes does the bodhisattva know
the internal and external things respectively?” But the word internal (79) also means the
Buddha’s teaching such as “R F#”,

4 This is the page and column number of the Talsho edition of the Chinese Tripitaka for
easy reference.

5 This means that the historical Buddha is regarded as a transformation.

¢ The light of seven chi refers to the mark of one fashion long rays in the thirty-two major
marks as we have discussed in the second chapter.

7 The story of the Buddha uttering words right after his birth is found in both the
Acchariyadbhiitasutta of the Majjhimanikaya (M iii, 118-124.) and the Chinese translation
of the Madhyamagama. (Taisho Edition of Tripitaka, Vol.1, 469¢c-471c)

8 The six years of austerities of Gautama the Buddha is considered by the Sarvastivadins
as the remaining effect of the past bad karma. But the Mahasamghikas conceived it as a
show.

® This should be understood in conjunctlon wﬂh the teachings of the Astasahasrzka
Prajiiaparamitd Sitra in which it states that Buddha is nothing but Sinyaza.

10 Here it is interesting to notice that the Dharma is considered as the body of the Buddha,
the dharmakaya. This is in conformity with the teaching of early Buddhism.

! This should be understood in conjunction with the next section that the Buddha is empty.
If the Buddha is empty then the body of the Buddha is naturally an illusion.

12 This also refers to one of the ten bad karmas of the Buddha, which the Mahasamghikas
reject.

13 Here the Chinese word #2 has two meanings. The first is in verb form, ‘to disturb’> and
the second is in adjective form, ‘beautiful’ and ‘charming’. So as Professor Timothy Barrett
suggests that it probably mean that the Buddha was tempted and disturbed by the daughters
of Mara.

14 This is probably the first si7tra in which the Buddhas of the ten direction of the world
spoken of. It is important in the sense that it is a horizontal development of the number of
Buddhas after the vertical development.

15 This is the same as in Vasumitra’s treatise that the Buddha is always in samddhi.

'6 The sentence is corrupted so the meaning is not clear.

17 This is in accordance with the teachings of the *Astasahasrikallthat all are illusion and
empty so that there is no one to save and even no saviour.

'8 The meaning of this sentence is also not clear.

1 Here it perhaps means the unanswered questions by those dharmas that cannot be taught
or perhaps the ultimate truth which cannot be described by words.

0 This is the same as in Vasumitra’s treatise, all the speeches of the Tathagata are (concerned
with) the preaching of the righteous law. J.Masuda, (1922), (ir.) Origin and Doctrines of
Early Indian Buddhist Schools, Asia Major, Vol. 11, fascicle 1. Leipzg: Asia Major. p.19.

2 This perhaps refers to the split of the sangha by Devadatta, which is looked upon by the
author of the slira as a show by the Buddha.
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2 This obviously refers to the discussion on the bad karma of the Buddha between the
Sarvastivada and the Mahasamghika.

» This is similar to the proposition in Vasumitra’s treatise that (the blessed one) understands
all things (dharma) in a moment’s thought (ekaksanikacitia).

24 This refers to the dharmakaya which in the text means the teaching of the Buddha.

% This sentence is difficult to interpret.

% Here, it obviously makes the difference that the dharma of the bodhisattvas is superior
to that of the arhats.

% This sentence is unintelligible, It perhaps means that to know the Buddha is to know the
_ essence of it, the emptiness.

 This sentence is unintelligible. It perhaps means that the Buddha is basically empty so he
never goes anywhere.

» This sentence is corrupted, the meaning is not clear.

30 This sentence is corrupted and the meaning is not clear.

3 The word & is probably a mistake for %, meaning lifespan.

% The first part of the sentence is corrupted.

3 This sentence is corrupted.

* This means that the Dharma is nothing but empty, the Buddha makes a show of it.

% Here £ 4R, should be 473, which means “manifested”. #54% which means “the Buddha
sees”, should be 43R, which means “the Buddha makes a show”,

% This part of the sentence is not clear.

% Tt is difficult to understand the latter part of the sentence.

* This is perhaps to say that the Buddha who suffered the bad karmas in the world is
nothing but a show of little merit.

¥ This sentence is unintelligible.

% This thought is typical the thought of the Asrasdhasrikd Prajfidgparamird Sitra that all are
illusions and emptiness. So there is no sentient being to save. Here it clearly shows the link
between this stra and the Astasahasrikd Prajiiaparamira Sisra.
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